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use of the theme in the Gospels, the theme of the finding
of that which is lost.
But let us in the first place concentrate on the loss. The loss
is due to man's evil, which in each case is a sudden, inexplicable
evil arising out of a former state of happiness, love, and loyalty.
In The Winter's Tale> which unlike the other plays has not such
figures of extreme evil as Cloten and Caliban, what of evil is
shown is concentrated^ but for Autolycus, in Leontes. Here
Shakespeare elaborately portrays the state of perfect love which
precedes Leontes5 fatal jealousy. It is emphasized repeatedly
in the most beautiful language; it is described by Camillo in
the opening scene. And again by Polixenes, when he says
We were as twinn'd lambs that did frisk i* the sun.
And bleat the one at the other: what we changed
Was innocence for innocence; we knew not
The doctrine of ill-doing, no, nor dream'd
That any did.
And equally is the previous love of Leontes and Hermione
stressed, only to be followed at once by the first signs of the
jealousy of Leontes. From that time on his jealousy burns like
a disease. Indeed it is repeatedly described as a 'sickness.'
'Good my lord', says Camillo,
be cured
Of this diseased opinion, and betimes.
And again
There is a sickness
Which puts some of us in distemper; but
I can not name the disease.
Again it is a 'madness'; Leontes has a cweak-hinged fancy'.
There can be little doubt that Shakespeare is setting out the
evil of Leontes as a sudden eruption into disease of what
originally was healthy. And although this theme has an emphasis
which it has not in the other plays, it is present in them also.
It is from outbursts of sheer evil, on the part of characters
who in their former nature were otherwise, Dionyza and
Cleon Cymbeline, Leontes3 Antonio, that the loss occurs.